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Ethical Research, Vol. 3, No. 4, Summer 2013 H

The Role of Moral Duty in Medicine, Emphasizing on Greek Views and Care
Ethics

| Ruhullah Chavoshi |

Some evidences indicate that medicine in Ancient Greece was blended with moral
aspects, as if the profession of medicine is not separate from the moral duties in their
views. Even if we cannot establish some evidences to prove this claim historically, the
observance of moral duties in medicine is our ideal whish today. Nowadays, medicine is
considered to be just a job which has nothing to do with ethics and hence to show the
necessity of ethics in medicine, we need to argue in different ways. The achievement of
this ideal is depend on recognizing a kind of necessary moral dimension in medicine. If
we prosper to find out a kind of essential connection between medicine and moral duty
we can reach this goal. Since the connection of ethics and medicine is realized just in the
context of social communication, we need to go first through the moral demands of
social relations and then apply the result to the realm of medicine. Ethical demands of
social relations can be sketched by two important theories in ethics. The ethical theory of
Plato and Aristotle is based on the right and justice which is the ultimate goal of the
moral activities. This theory may be used for sketching the minimum demands of
morality in medicine. But the maximum moral demands may be reached in the theory of
care ethics. By focusing on the theory, we can find out a kind of essential connection
between the professional duty of a physician (to alleviate the pain of the patients) and his
moral duty (showing care and sympathy to them).

Keywords: moral dimension, medicine, justice, caring, the golden rule.

Max Scheler’s Criticism of Nietzsche’s Understanding of Christianity and its
Ethics

Hamzeh Musavi

Nietzsche is one of the greatest critics of Christianity. He regarded Christian ethics to be
rooted in Jews’ feeling of revenge. According to him, the source of moral evaluations in
Christianity is the revenge in the clothes of love. He also blames Christ because of his
will to death. Scheler, however, by a deep study of Christianity and the Christ, reveals
the weakness of Nietzsche’s understanding of Christianity and Christ. According to him,
contrary to Nietzsche, Christian ethics is rooted in love not revenge. This paper is going
to describe Scheler’s criticisms of Nietzsche’s understandings of Christianity and Christ.

Keywords: Scheler, Nietzsche, Christ, Christianity, moral values, revenge, love.
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subject-related and object-related distinctions, this article is going to propose a new
synthetic model in which the incompatibility of the current model with our considered
judgments and moral intuitions is greatly removed. This new synthetic model considers
the current model as opposing the intuition in some cases and tries to refine the do/allow
distinction in such a manner that stand up to the challenge of counter-examples proposed
by extremist consequentialists.

Keywords: consequentialism, non-consequentialism, doing harm, the do/allow
distinction, the objective/subjective distinction, the advertent/inadvertent distinction, the
careless/ careful distinction.

The Place and the Role of the Heart in Mystical Ethics

Fatemeh Ahmadi
Shahnaz Qahramani

Heart is observed as the real essence of human existence by the mystics. Heart is created
when the incorporeal part of the human being, spirit, is connected with the implanted
soul in the body. In fact, the heart, according to the school of Ibn ‘Arabi, is the same as
the soul in philosophy, which is elevated to the higher levels of perfection, by which man
could gain the position of vicegerency of God. Those who prosper to reach the level of
heart are endowed with the divine characters and attributes especially justice and they
defend the rights of all humans in terms of their capacity. Anthropomorphic principles
are among the most important bases for mystical ethics, which will directly result in
some moral conclusions. Among these principles, the position and the role of the heart is
of significant importance, to the extent that it is regarded as the prime cornerstone of
ethics. This paper after explaining the nature and the reality of the heart in Islamic
mysticism explores its effect on the other dimensions of human being, especially in
ethical teachings. It also analyses the moral characters that are achieved by this view and
thus shows the subtle effects of this view on mystical ethics.

Keywords: heart, mystical ethics, moral teachings, practical mysticism.

Nietzsche’s Standard for Evaluating Actions

Hosain Khwarazmi |

Nietzsche, contrary to Socratic view, advocates of instinct instead of reason and hence
interprets and evaluates all things in terms of the instinctive human needs. According to
him, an action is not assessed in terms of its origins, results, usefulness, or utility. The
source of judging an action as good is the ideas of good doers themselves who regarded
themselves and their works as good. Nevertheless, it must be noted that the main point
here is that the value of an action will always remain unknown (X) and is subject to
change.

Keywords: good, instinct, evaluation, perspectivism, masters.
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Ahriman was committed to his treaty. From various treaties (speech-treaty, hand-treaty,
sheep-treaty, bovine-treaty, people-treaty, and farm-treaty) shahnameh has taken speech-
treaty and hand-treaty and added a third kind of treaty to them, writing-treaty. Among
the eleven treaties mentioned in Mazdaian texts, the treaty between wives is of least
importance regarding to neighbors, relatives etc. and the most important treaty is that
between co-religions, but in Shahnameh it is different. In Shahnameh a synthetic set of
Mazda worshiping viewpoints and Islamic viewpoints is attributed to the ancient Iran,
which is not exactly the same as the beliefs of Mazda worshipers.

Keywords: Avesta, treaty rituals, [zadMihr, IzadBahram, Pahlavi Texts, Shahnameh.

The Principles of Work Ethic from Imam ‘Ali (a) Point of View

MoahmmadAli MashaykhiPur
Mahmud Vaezi
AbdulHadi FighiZadeh

Institutionalization of ethics and promotion of its characteristics is among the most basic
objectives of the divine prophets. Their efforts in this realm show the importance of
ethics and spirituality in personal and social human life. Accordingly, the application of
ethics and spirituality to all areas of human life is clearly necessary. Work as a basic
element for human perfection, reaches its desired result only after the application of
moral necessities and principles to workplace. This paper is planning to recognize,
examine, and analyze some of the principles of work ethic by resorting to the Quranic
verses and traditions, especially by focusing on the sayings of Imam ‘Ali (a), to pave the
way for their proper application to the community.

Keywords: work ethic, Imam °Ali (a), Nahj al-Balagheh, applied ethics.

Primarily “Dont’s”: A New Synthetic Model for the Do/Allow Distinction
| Shirzad PeikHerfeh |

The main reason of non-consequentialists to establish limitations over the moral agent or
let him to choose is based on a well-known distinction. By resorting to the distinction
between do/allow, they often regard doing harm as an impermissible action which must
be limited but allowing it is usually morally permissible. Most of the extremist
consequentialists, however, do not accept such a distinction and challenge its criteria. By
offering some clever examples, they show both permissible cases of doing harm and
impermissible cases of allowing it. I think these counter- examples are not capable of
showing the wrongness of the claim of non-consequentialists. They just can show at best
that their reason, the do/allow distinction, needs to be examined and refined. Analyzing
the incompatibility of the do/allow distinction and adding some moral intuitions and new
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Moral Reductionism and the Normativity Challenge

Mortaza FathiZade
Mahdi MohammadiAsl

Moral reductionism attempts to simplify some moral concepts and beliefs into some
concrete concepts and beliefs to provide a more clear and verifiable explanations.
Reductionism takes place sometimes in the same field and among compatible concepts
and beliefs; as in the field of empirical psychology which is under the empirical sciences.
In this field, certain psychological findings are simplified into some neurological and
biochemical concepts. But sometimes it may be applied to two non-compatible realms,
one of which is normative and the other one descriptive. Moral concepts, beliefs, and
truths are among the most important normative affairs. Epistemology and semantics are
among the normative sciences as well. Contrary to them, naturalistic cognitions are a set
of descriptive, non-normative concepts and propositions that their truth may be verified
by referring to the objective world providing a causal explanation. Now an important
question here is that whether the normativity of normative sciences, especially ethics, is a
part of their essence and structure or they are like the other sciences, especially empirical
ones, which are non-normative in nature or they could be non-normative. Put differently,
is it possible for us to reduce their normative content to a set of non-normative truths?
Ethical naturalism as a kind of moral reductionism has asserted that it is possible. In this
paper we examine this claim and its efforts and policies for reducing moral facts into
non-normative facts.

Keywords: reductionism, naturalistic fallacy, normativity, ethical naturalism, open
question, semantic identity, referential identity.

Treaty-Breaking and its Kinds in Shahnameh and Mazda-worship Texts

Hosain Heydari
Muhadditheh QasimPur

In ancient world, when there were no stable political and law institutions among people
and societies, treaty and oath with their metaphysical and religious supportive beliefs had
a profound role on preserving the moral and social order. The function of treaty in
ancient religions of Iran was related to the idea of self-consciousness of the primary
elements of nature; as it is seen in believing in Mitra, one of the gods of Hinduism and
ancient Iran and rituals like water-ordeal and fire-ordeal. This article is going to report
the historical backgrounds of the beliefs formed around the treaty in Vedas, Gathas, new
Avesta, and Pahlavi texts and explain its kinds and their characteristics. Then we go
through treaty in Shahnameh Ferdowsi. A comparison between Mazdaien texts and
Shahnameh around the role of treaty shows that in Mazdaian texts, contrary to
Shahnameh, the punishments for treaty-breaking are greatly natural and worldly and the
witnesses of these treaties are: Izadan Mihr, Bahram, Rashan, Varuneh, and also water
and fire but in Shahnameh, God is the witness and the guarantor of treaties. Commitment
to the treaty with Ashavan and Darvand is described as necessary in all these texts; even
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Freedom in the Framework of Islamic Rationality

| 4hmad Vaezi |

Prevailing of the principles and values of liberalism over Western public culture and over
the international institutions resulted from Western political, economic, and
technological authority has created circumstances under which some of Islamic teachings
and legal precepts especially concerning freedom of speech, conversion, and sacrilege
are challenged. The limitations and punishments enacted for them are also regarded as
something “irrational”, against the human honor, and opposed to the human right. These
judgments are rooted in the hegemony of contemporary western rationality over the other
rational orders. This article, by offering its discussions in three phases: rationality,
justification, and truth, is going to show: 1. The Islamic standpoint about freedom must
be understood in terms of the framework of Islamic theoretical and practical rationality;
2. Focusing on rationality without going through justification doesn’t give any right to
criticize the other rational understandings of freedom. Freedom ant its limitations is
related to both theoretical and practical rationality. Since the origins of rationality in the
Islamic thought is greatly different from that of secularism, it must be noted by both
parties that they need to have a full understanding of the rational foundations of freedom
abstracting from its Islamic or non-Islamic conception. They also need to enter the phase
of “justification” and argue about the justifiability of their bases and evidences of their
understanding of freedom.

Keywords: rationality, theoretical rationality, practical rationality, freedom, justification,
autonomy, objectivity, sacrilege.

The Nature and the Necessity of the Islamic Ethics
| Ahmad Daylami |

Is it necessary for the Islamic moral teachings to provide the essential elements needed
for establishing a moral order? Is there any necessity that these elements possess a
logical structure? If so, do all moral teachings of primary and secondary Islamic sources
enjoy in fact such a logical structure? If not, is there any way to be reached? There are
various doubts and debates about these questions explicitly or implicitly. The writer is
agreed with those whose answers to these questions are positive. This paper with a
metaethical approach is an explanatory introduction to this claim.

Keywords: Islamic ethics, metaethics, normative ethics, training ethic, applied ethics.
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